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a Water and Sanitation Forum capacity building workshop on 27 

October 2016 at Joza Township in Grahamstown, Eastern Cape. The 

workshop was aimed at educating the forum about the programmes 

and projects undertaken by the Department. Water and Sanitation 

Forums were established to ensure public participation by the 

members of the public, stakeholders, water service authorities and 

DWS to identify challenges, share information and collectively work 

towards finding lasting solutions in water and sanitation matters.

KZN Enforcement awareness month

KwaZulu-Natal at the beginning of November partnered with the Milk 

Producers Organisation (MPO) to run interactive workshops aimed 
at educating companies and individuals about finding ways to use 
water sparingly. At workshops held at Ixhopo - Highflats Farmers 
Association and Escort - Empangweni Lutheran Church on 08 

and 09 November respectively, the Department warned to charge 

those responsible for illegal abstraction, pollution or over-use of the 

country’s water resources under the National Water Act. 

 

Sterkfontein Dam releases water into the Vaal Dam

The drought-stricken Vaal system received a lease of life when water 

was released into it from Sterkfontein Dam from 07 November. This 

formed part of the process of managing the dam level at the Vaal to 

stay at or above 25% of capacity. The process was planned to be 

implemented over 54 days, until the end of December. Municipalities 

continued to enforce restrictions during this process. 

Women Incubator Programme  

Minister Nomvula Mokonyane on 14 October 2016 launched the 

Women in Water Incubator Programme in Kempton Park. More 

than 500 women attended the Women in Water Entrepreneurship 

Incubator which is aimed at creating a supportive environment 

where existing and new women entrepreneurs, particularly those 

from previously disadvantaged groups, are able to start-up and 

develop their businesses from available opportunities in the water 

and sanitation sector.

A total of 90 women from across the country will be trained and 

mentored for a period of three years by selected prominent companies 

in the science and engineering sector.

Service Delivery in Action
Mpumalanga Drop-the-Block

Mpumalanga region, in partnership with the Bushbuckridge Local 

Municipality (BLM), embarked on the Drop-the-Block water-saving 
awareness campaign from 3 to 7 October 2016 in Thulamahashe, 

Mpumalanga.The community was encouraged to play their part in 

water conservation. Residents were also reminded of the importance 

of stopping water leaks in their households and urged to report all the 

municipal pipelines leakages. A total of 26 youths were roped in and 

benefited in gaining work experience.

Nkadimeng Dam Rehabilitation Project community meeting

Plans are afoot to rehabilitate Nkadimeng Dam as part of the 

Department’s Dam Safety Rehabilitation Programme (DSRP) to 
ensure that dams comply with Dam Safety Regulations. 

The Department convened a community meeting on 05 October 2016 

with the residents of Manganeng in Sekhukhune district, to update 

them on the progress of the project and source their inputs on how 

they want the project to go about. Nkadimeng Dam rehabilitation is 

expected to commence in January 2017 and be finished by the end 
of the same year.

Vaal Gamagara Water Supply Scheme site handover

On 21 October the Department officially handed over the construction 
site of the R18 billion Vaal Gamagara Water Project. Phase 1 of the 

project which is an 82 kilometer pipeline will stretch from Roscoe 

in Kathu to Black Rock. The scheme built more than 50 years ago 

no longer has the capacity to supply sufficient water to satisfy the 
increased demand brought about by mines, municipalities and 

agricultural production. The current capacity of the scheme is 

2500m3/h and once the refurbishment is finished it will be 5200m3/h. 
In future, the scheme is also expected to supply Botswana.

 

Makana Water and Sanitation Forum workshop

The Department partnered with Makana Local Municipality to host 

DWS SA – Netherland bilateral

Deputy Minister Pam Tshwete, on 21 November 2016 signed a 

bilateral agreement between South Africa and the Netherlands, on 

improving cooperative governance between (Proto) Catchment 
Management Agencies and local government to foster integrated 

planning.The exchange programmes between Netherlands 

and South Africa continue to address important issues such as 

organisational development, change management, policy initiation, 

strategy development, financing of water institutions, pricing of 
water services, strategic partnerships, stakeholder involvement and 

participation.

 Blue Scorpions get WC farmer convicted

The Department of Water and Sanitation’s (DWS’) Blue Scorpions 
sent a strong message of dealing with water transgression through a 

Western Cape farmer. In November, the regulatory component set up 

to ensure the protection of all water resources in the country as well 

as the enforcement of all water and sanitation laws and regulations 

helped to get a Breede Valley area farmer convicted of contravening 

the new dam safety regulations. He constructed a dam with no 

authorisation from the Department.

Following the litigation process, the farmer was fined R20 000, 00 
which he paid directly to Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management 

Agency (Breede-Gouritz CMA), to enhance its compliance and 
monitoring function.

DWS workshop on drought interventions in KZN

DWS KwaZulu-Natal in collaboration with the provincial Department of 

Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs hosted the Second 

Inter-Provincial Peer Learning Workshop for Drought Intervention 

and Management from 24 to 25 November 2016 at Public Works 

Conference Centre Mayville, Durban.

The aim of the workshop was to provide a platform for sharing and 

learning best practices on responding to the drought situation. It 

discussed the short and long term intervention measures that have 

been implemented in addressing the scourge of drought in an effort 

to undertake and improve water demand management.

November rains help increase dam levels slightly

Rains experienced in mid-November helped to increase the volume 

of water in storage, it increased from 47, 9% to 48, 7%. A number of 

dams were above 100%. The Vaal System, with 14 dams serving 

Gauteng, Sasol and Eskom rose from 49% to 50, 6%. This system 

was 66, 3% during the same time last year. After the November rains, 

the Vaal Dam increased from 26, 2% to 31, 5%.

Some dams remained the same while others continued to decline in 

water levels. The Department however warned community members 

and industries that it will take time for most dams to reach the normal 

levels. 

Paarl Waste Water Plant upgrade

Minister Nomvula Mokonyane handed over the improved Paarl 

Waste Water Treatment Works (WWTW) Project, the only WWT Plant 
that serves the community and nearby industries in the area to the 

Drakenstein Municipality on 15 November.

The upgrade project cost R29 million, to help meet the complete 

needs of the community and industries in the area receive quality 

services. The department and Drakenstein Municipality have invested 

R171 million for the development of this infrastructure. It benefits over 
250 000 residents of Paarl and is critical to the fruit industries in the 

area which are dependent on water from the Berg River for irrigation 

purposes.

Memorial service for Fidel Castro

Minister Nomvula Mokonyane and Deputy Minister Pamela Tshwete 

on 04 December, 2016 paid tribute to the late Cuban President Fidel 

Castro during a ceremony that was organised by the Department of 

Water and Sanitation to celebrate his life.

The event was attended by Cuban engineers and Acting Ambassador 

to South Africa, Mr Pedro Arteaga gathered in Pretoria. 

SNIPPETS SNIPPETS

Minister Mokonyane and Northern Cape Premier Sylvia Lucas
Legendary Sophia Williams-De Bruyn (bronze suite) with some of 
the programme beneficiaries

Deputy Minister Pam Tshwete at the Netherlands Bilateral signing 
Ceremony

The Minister and Deputy Minister with Cuban Dignataries and 
Engineers at the memorial service


